GY111 Introductory
Geology

ecture 10: Evolution of the
Continents



Terms to Know

Craton: interior of continents made of
stable Precambrian and Paleozoic rocks

Shield: portion of Craton composed of
older Precambrian rocks

Platform: portion of Craton made of
younger Paleozoic sediments

Orogenic belt: belts of rocks on the
perimeter of the continents that form
mountains (Appalachians, Cordillera)
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North America

 Note that the
Canadian Shield and
Interior Platform
compose the N.A.
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Appalachian Orogenic Belt

* Know the physiographic provinces
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North American Cordillera

* Know
physiographi
C provinces
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Continental Accretion
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Construction
of Pangaea
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