
  GY 112L-102, 103: Earth History Lab (1 credit hour) 
Spring 2014 

 
 Your Host: Dr. Doug Haywick  

http://www.southalabama.edu/geology/haywick 
 

Section 102: Wednesday 12:20 to 2:10 PM; Section 103: Wednesday 2:30 – 4:20 PM  
 

Bulletin Description: Laboratory course for Earth History. Corequisite: GY 112. Fee. 
 
Objectives: The subject matter examined in the course covers basic aspects of earth history, and the objectives of the course are to provide 
students with a general understanding of this discipline. The course will focus on the origin of the solar system and the planet earth, the origin 
of oceans, atmosphere and life and paleontology. Specific topics covered are itemized below. You are expected to keep up with the reading 
prescribed for each week. GY 112 is a co-requisite for GY 112L. 
 
Class Format: Web enhanced 
 

 
 TENTATIVE LECTURE GAME PLAN  (subject to revision) CHANGES IN red 

 
Week 1: INTRODUCTION TO SEDIMENTARY ROCKS (Lab 1) 
[Pre-lab Lect] Introduction to Sedimentary Rocks (3) 
 
Week 2:  VERTICAL SUCCESSIONS & SEQUENCES OF EVENTS (Lab 2) 
[Pre-lab Lect] Introduction to vertical successions 
 
Week 3:  ICE-AGGEDON  
 
Week 4:  RADIOMETRIC DATING (Lab 3) Bring scientific calculator! 
 
Week 5:  STRATIGRAPHY AND PALEOECOLOGY (Lab 4) 
 
Week 6:  LABORATORY EXAMINATION 1 (no rocks or fossils) – February 19th

 
Week 7: FOSSIL PRESERVATION (Lab 5)  
[Pre-lab Lect] Fossil Preservation (13) 
 
Week 8:  SPRING BREAK HOLIDAY 
 
Week 9: PALEOZOIC ROCKS & FOSSILS 1 (Lab 7) 
[Pre-lab Lect] Trilobites and graptolites 
 
Week 10: LABORATORY EXAMINATION 2 (just rocks and fossils) – March 19th

 
Week 11: PALEOZOIC  FOSSILS 2 (Lab 8) 
[Pre-lab Lect] Sponges, stromatoporoids, stromatolites, corals, bryozoans 
 
Week 12: PALEOZOIC ROCKS & FOSSILS 3 (Lab 9) 
[Pre-lab Lect] Bivalves and brachiopods 
 
Week 13:  MESOZOIC ROCKS & FOSSILS 1 (Lab 10) 
 [Pre-lab Lect] Fish and plants 
 
Week 14:  MESOZOIC ROCK & FOSSILS 2 (Lab 11) 
[Pre-lab Lect] Cephalopods and echinoderms 
 
Week 15:  LABORATORY FINAL EXAMINATION 3 (written and specimens) April 23rd  

    Bonus Lab (CENOZOIC ROCK & FOSSILS (Lab 12) Due 



 Reasonably useful information: 
Lab Manual (required) :  Haywick, D.W.,  Yokel, L. and Connors, J. 2001:  Earth History: an introductory 
                laboratory manual for students in GY 112. University of South Alabama (on line). 
 
Assessment:  
   Attendance …………………………………………… 10% 
   Lab Test 1............................……………………...........15%  
   Lab Test 2.................…………………............…..........15% 
   Lab Test 3……………………………………………   25% 
   Lab Assignments…………………………….……....   35%
                                                                                                                                 100% 
 
Grading:       A - 90+    B - 80 to 89 C - 70 to 79 D - 60 to 69 F - 59 and below 
 
Laboratories:  It is up to you to examine the rocks and minerals that are assigned in this course and to do all additional 
laboratory assignments.  You may do this during the lab periods and\or outside of normal university hours. (The room is left 
unlocked during normal business hours).  Everything you are assigned in the labs is testable on the lab exams. 
 
Missed quizzes\assignment due dates:  The reason for producing a syllabus is to give students advanced notice of exams and 
assignment due dates. Translation: there is no excuse for missing exams or turning in late assignments. As such you will receive 
an F if you do not turn in your assignments by the due date. If you have a legitimate excuse for missing a quiz (i.e. medical 
problem), you will be permitted to do a make-up during the last week of classes provided that you show me a signed certificate 
from a medical doctor stating that it was impossible for you to make the quiz. Lab assignments are due at the start of the 
following lab period. Late assignments are not accepted unless there is a legitimate medical excuse. 
 
Plagiarism and cheating: Neither are permitted in this class.  In fact, either of them will result in severe embarrassment to you 
and quite possibly an F for the assignment or exam in question if you are caught doing them.  If you are unsure of what 
constitutes plagiarism or cheating, talk to me. This will be your only warning. 
 
*Attendance: It seems that a good number of people who take courses feel they do not have to attend the lectures and labs.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  Much of the material we will discuss will not be covered in the text book and if you 
miss the lab lectures, you will miss this material. Attendance is mandatory and assessable in GY 112L.  I will dock you if you 
have more than 2 unexcused absences in this class (approximately 20% of the labs).  If you have 4 or more unexcused absences 
(approximately 40% of the labs) you will receive 0% for attendance.  Note: I will base your attendance on the class role I record 
at the start of the class.  If you missed the role because you were late, it is up to you to notify me before the end of the class.  If 
your name is not on that roll, you will be marked absent. There will be no exceptions to this attendance policy. 
 
Disability disclaimer: In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students with bona fide disabilities will be 
afforded reasonable accommodation. The Office of Special Student Services will certify a disability and advise faculty members 
of reasonable accommodations. If you have a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify 
me, the instructor/professor, and provide certification from Disability Services (Office of Special Student Services). The Office 
of Special Student Services is directed by Ms. Bernita Pulmas and is located in the Student Center, room 270. The phone number 
is (251) 460-7212. 
 
Changes in Course Requirements: Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, instructors may wish to change the number 
and frequency of exams, or the number and sequence of assignments. Inclement weather (e.g., hurricanes) may also force 
rescheduling of lectures, assignments or exams. When ever possible, this material will be made up. Students will be given 
adequate written notice of any changes in lecture sequence, assignment due dates and/or exam date changes. 
 
Jag Success: JagSuccess is a program intended to help students be successful in 100 and 200 level courses. If you 
are not doing well, you will get an email instructing you to see your professor along with instructions to access 
an online survey regarding class habits and study skills. Based on your survey score, you will receive 
recommendations for improving your performance. You will also be given a link to an online tutorial intended to 
help with common problems affecting academic performance. Watch for this email during week 7 of this semester. 
 
Academic disruption: I expect university students to be familiar with USA’s academic disruption policy (i.e., what it is, how it is 
handled). If you aren’t, please visit the following site: http://www.southalabama.edu/lowdown/academicdisruption.shtml  
 

http://www.southalabama.edu/lowdown/academicdisruption.shtml


D. Haywick Contact Information and Schedule 
Spring 2014 Semester 

 
How & where to find Doug: I reside in LSCB room 049 and welcome any student enquiries during my posted office 
hours. When you visit, first check the Where's Doug? note on my door. During office hours, if I have to leave my 
office, I will tell you where I am. If you can, come find me. If the sign confirms that I am in the office, please 
knock loudly and wait for me to get to you. My office is at the back of my lab and it may take me up to a minute to 
get to the door. Should you be unsuccessful in your attempts to find me, leave a message for me: 
 
Telephone: 460-7569 (Haywick’s direct office); 460-6381 (Earth Sciences office: best place to leave a message) 
e-mail: dhaywick@southalabama.edu 
internet: http://www.usouthal.edu/geology/haywick  
 

D. Haywick Hours 
Time Monday Wednesday Friday 

8:00-9:15    
9:30-955    

10:10-11:00    
11:15-12:05 Office 
12:20-2:10 GY 112 lab 102  

(LSCB 335) 
2:30-4:20 GY 112 lab 103  

(LSCB 335) 

4:20-5:00 

 
 
 

Student Research 

Office 

 
 
 

Student Research 
 

 
Time Tuesday Thursday 

8:00-9:15 Office Office 
9:30-10:45 GY 112-102 

(HUMB 160) 
GY 112-102 
(HUMB 160) 

11:00-12:15 GY 402  
(LSCB 337) 

GY 402  
(LSCB 337) 

12:30-1:45 GY 402 lab 1 
(LSCB 337) 

GY 402 lab 2 
(LSCB 337) 

2:00-4:45 
 

Doug is in Art Class Doug is in Art Class 

5:00-6:00 Office Office 
 

Note: grey areas are research\committee\personal times: STAY AWAY! 
 

 

 
 

Laptops, smart phones, Tablets, PDAs, etc. can NOT be used while I am lecturing or 
during any of the exams; however, I encourage you to employ them during the labs for 

researching answers to some of the lab questions. 
 


