
GY 302: Mineralogy and Crystallography 
Lab Assignment 5: Poster Preparation  

 
Advise and Guidelines 

 
Introduction: The major assignment for GY 302 will be a “term” poster display. A poster can be 
considered a cut and paste version of a scientific paper, but it must be more concise, succinct and 
visually appealing. In particular, you have to be very selective with the text. There must still be an 
abstract, an introduction (where you clearly state the purpose of your poster), a discussion 
section, conclusions and reference citations. To make your life (and Dr. Haywick’s marking) 
easier, you will all follow the same format. Very soon, you will all receive a template in 
PowerPoint 2003 format. Insert the text that you want to in each of the preformatted text boxes 
that have been positioned on the poster template. Make sure that you follow the rules (see 
attached page). 
 
Key points: Images are more important for a poster than they are for a paper. Make sure that the 
ones that you use are high quality. If they are “small” files (e.g., less than 250 KB), they will not 
enlarge well on your poster. If your image is pixilated, choose another one. Poor quality images 
will count against you. 
 
Do not try to convert the equivalent of a 10 page paper into a poster. In particular, do not try to fit 
all of the text that you think is necessary into the information boxes. Figures really are more 
important than text for posters so you may have to cut out some of the necessary material. Again, 
use the poster guideline to help you with composition. Your text should be readable by people 
standing 4 feet away from your poster so. Use the fonts I selected for you (32 pt higher title font; 
24 pt text font). Figure captions and references can afford to be a smaller font (e.g., 18pt). 
 
Do not wait until the last minute to do your poster. The first thing you need to do is select a 
mineral. That is what this assignment is all about. 
 
Your posters will be presented in a GSA-style poster session format during the week 15 lab 
session. Be prepared to stand in front of your poster from 1:00 pm until the end of the lab. The 
posters will also be on display at the Mobile Rocks and Gems Society annual show held at the 
Gulf State Show Grounds on the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
 
Due Date (for selecting a mineral): See the calendar or website for due dates. 

 
 

Your poster must  follow the format indicated on the next page 
 
 

cut here 
 

My Name is: __________________________________________________ 
 
 

The mineral I will be featuring on a poster is: __________________________________ 
 
 

cut here 
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